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seen on teff last month.

PHOTO COURTESY OF POINT OF VIEW HELICOPTER SERVICES
The soon-to-be-removed Great Works Dam on the Penobscct River in Old Town is adjacent {0 the Old Town Fuef & Fiber facility,

Demolition to be first'real action’in Penobscot ﬁéh@ry restoration

ay nick woerea BDN ©[4-1ofiz
BDN STAFF

OLD TOWN — When the demolition of
the Great Works dam starts Monday, it
will be the first visible step in a 13-year
effort to open nearly 1,600 miles of habitat
to 11 species of sea-run fish that haven't
had opan, easy access to sections of the
Penobscot River for two centuries,

Laura Rose Day, executive direcior of
the. Penobscot River Restoration Trust, a
nonprofit organization formed to bring
the river reopening fo its fruition, said
the Great Works dam removal will be the
first “real action” in what has become one
of the largest fishery restoration projects
in the history of the nation and a global
madel for simitar resioration projects.

The Great Works dam stretches across

the Penobscot from Bradley to Old Town.,
The Veazie dam also is slated for removal
in 2013 and 2014, the Mllford dam will get
a new fish lift
and g fish by-
pass will be

inside
Edwards Dam success

built at the foreshadows Penobscot
Howland dam. project’s future
“This proj- Page D6

ect will give

sea-run fisher-

ies a good chance of recovery” Day said
of the dam removal efforts.

Dams, overfishing and peoliution have
drastically cut the number of sea-rum fish
that make it north of Bangor in the Penob-
seol, Before humans began altering the
river, betwesn 75,000 and 100,000 Atlantic
salmon fraveled pagt Bangor on their an-
nual runs, according fo the restoration

trust’s deputy dirvector, George Aponte
Clarke, Today, only about 1,300 make if that
far. Between 14 million and 20 miilion river
herring made it upriver in the past, while
fewer than 1,000 make it today

“Salmon are lmown for being fenacious,”
Day said. “They can pass over multiple bar
riers, but not as many as we have now.”

After the demolition of the dams in Oid-
Town and Veazie and the installation of
the bypass in Howland, Clarke said the
trust estimates that 4 million to 6 miliion
shad and 10,000-12,000 Atlantic salmon
will be able to travel freely upriver. Other
species will see gaing as well, he said.

- Day said the dam removals will open
up new recreational and economic devel
opment opportunities for communities on
the river

See Dam, Paoge B5
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